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attained his chief object, the rescue of the cattle, and,
calling up his men, he marshalled the terrified
animals in due order and drove them back to the
fields of Virata.

In the royal palace he was received with acclama-
tion, and there he found his brothers and Draupadi
dressed as suited their rank, and ready to confer
together as to the means to be adopted for regaining
their kingdom.

VII

The term of banishment and concealment being
now ended, it was agreed that Yudhishthir should
formally demand the restoration of his realm. The
blind old king and the oldest of his counsellors, who
were able to appraise at its true value the patience,
devotion, and valour of the princes, advised that
Yudhishthir should be reinstated in his royal
dignities ; but, as we might expect, Duryodhan and
his friends would not consent to this course. Pre-
parations were therefore made on both sides for
putting the matter to the test of battle if necessary.

A council of war was forthwith called, and in the
palace of Virata the princes met together to agree
upon a plan of campaign. When all were assembled,
it was unanimously agreed to ask Krishna for his
counsel. But he did not advise directly. He calmly
put the whole matter before the princes and asked
for their opinions, thinking that in such a band of
wise and experienced rulers and warriors the truest
wisdom would spring from taking the general opinion.